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Frantic Furry Fun  

Ferreting for Funds  
 

Our ferret racing evening organised in 

conjunction with the Brackley branch 

of the Northamptonshire Association 

for the Blind raised £ 515.  

 

The ferret racing was held at the Red Lion, 

Market Place, Brackley on Saturday 29 

October.   
 

Proceeds from the event are being shared 

between Northamptonshire Association for 

the Blind and towards the cost of equip-

ment for the charity MINDõs new centre in 

Brackley.  

 

The event organiser, Rotarian David John-

son, said; òThis was a novel way to raise 

money for good causes. I expected the fer-

rets to dart along, but a good many strolled, 

sniffing at all the smells left by previous 

ferrets ... It was an interesting night !ó 

 

The races and ferrets were sponsored by 

local individuals and companies.  The Club 

were grateful to Nigel for permitting the 

event to take place at the Red Lion.  

Freddie Ferret Finishes First  

Rotarians Sue Hampshire and 

David Johnson with two of the 

furry furies.  

Supporting The Hub  
 

A large screen TV and two computers have been given to The Hub ï 
Brackleyôs youth caf®.   
 
Chris Watts, chairman of Brackley Rotaryôs Youth Committee, said: 
ñWe followed the formation of the project for almost two years and 
conferred with The Hubôs youth committee, identifying the need for 
the equipment.  Fund raising events and collaboration with Brackley 
Means Business raised over £700. This money was doubled by a 

grant from Rotaryôs District funds enabling us to purchase the equip-
ment and provide ongoing support for the maintenance of the com-
putersò 
  
ñI congratulate the young members on the organising committee for 
their tremendous work in creating The Hub.  The large screen TV is in 
use for games and the computers are for games and Internet access, 
helping youngsters to do homework.ò 

 

ñOur proceeds from organising the Brackley Wine Festival will also be 

used for local youth projects.  

Hub committee members Henry Mann and 

Josh Kingston with Rotarian Chris Watts on 

the opening night of The Hub  

Follow us on Twitter and 

Facebook  



 

At the end of his Presidential Year Rotarian David 

Fuller hands over the chain of office to Rotarian 

David Connolly (you do not have to be called David 

to be a Rotarian or the President).  David Fuller had 

enjoyed his year and knew he was handing over to a 

safe pair of hands as this is David Connollyõs second 

term of office having served the club in this capacity 

in 19??-??. 
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Message from The President  
 

The last six months have gone in a flash. I 

believe it has something to do with my age, 

because although having retired I fill up my 

days very quickly!  

If you can recall, several of us travelled up to 

Southport on a very hot weekend to the 83 rd 

Annual Conference. Not having been to that 

part of the country before, Heather and I 

would like to revisit when I can find the time!  

I thoroughly enjoyed our Charter Night 

celebration in October. We were very fortunate 

to have a very entertaining guest speaker in 

Timothy Walker, the Director of the Oxford 

University Botanic Gardenõs and Arboretum. 

Over the last few months Chenderit School 

and Magdalen College School have taken part 

in either very successful Mock interviews or 

Youth Speaks competitions.  

Now that we are into ferret racing who knows 

where intrepid members of the Club will be 

going next!  

I would wish to take this opportunity to thank 

you all for your support to me as your 

President. I am particularly thankful that we 

have a very good attendance at our weekly 

meetings and other events.  

If you are not able to attend our Christmas 

Party at Croughton, may I wish you a Very 

Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year.  

Remember we still have another six months to 

go and a lot of projects to accomplish.  

Rtn David Connolly  

Brackley Wine Festival  
 
The second Brackley Wine Festival was held at 
Brackley Town Hall on the 28th May. The event was 
opened by the Mayor of Brackley, Councillor  
Theodora Hayward.  
 

Thirteen wine merchants attended the festival including 
Members of the Association of Small Direct Wine Merchants 
and local independent suppliers.  

 

The festival was sponsored by Direct Legal & Collections of 
Brackley and organised by Brackley Rotary Club.   
The event organiser, Rotarian Trevor Davies, said, ñBuilding 

on the success of last yearôs event the festival provided 
another tasting opportunity for wine lovers to discover and 
buy new wines without the risk of the wine not being to their 
palate.  It was pleasing to see that both merchants and 
visitors were prepared to travel great distances to be with 
us.ò 
 
ñProceeds of almost Ã900 have benefited local youth 

projects and other Rotary charities.ò  

 

Plans are well in hand for the 2012 Wine Festival, details of which 

can be found at  www.brackleywinefestival.co.uk  

Rtns Chris Watts and Sue Hampshire help unload wine 

from a visiting wine merchantõs car. 


